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In the event of a tropical cyclone occurring during working days, the principal
of SITE 5930 will liaise with all persons that work from here directly. That
communication will be in person and via text message (SMS). This is performed
under the guidance of the Department of Fire & Emergency Services (DFES)
and the Department of Education.
Suppose a tropical cyclone occurs outside of working hours, i.e. weekends,
holidays, etc. In that case, you follow the Department of Fire & Emergency
Services (DFES) instructions. The principal of SITE 5930 will be in touch as
appropriate.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
· The worksite can be attended during a BLUE ALERT, i.e. staff
required.
· The worksite is cleared if a YELLOW ALERT is called, and the
school will be closed, i.e. staff go home and prepare for the arrival
of a tropical cyclone.
· You cannot return to the worksite until advised by the principal in
the event it has been closed earlier due to a YELLOW or RED ALERT.
· ALL CLEAR advice does not mean you can return to the worksite.
You must wait for the building to be inspected by the Department of
Finance and approval given by the Director of Education — Pilbara
through the principal.
· During these emergencies, entry to the site is monitored through
our security system, as can be done at any time.

INTRODUCTION
The Pilbara coast, from Port Hedland to the Exmouth Gulf, is the most cycloneprone area in Australia and the area most prone to severe cyclone impacts.
The cyclone season runs from 1 November through to 30 April each year.
This booklet is designed to provide residents of Port and South Hedland with
helpful information about "Cyclone Season" and the services the Town of Port
Hedland provides to assist residents before, during and after a cyclone event.
The residents of Port and South Hedland must be Cyclone Aware and Cyclone
Prepared.

MANY TREES WERE DAMAGED DURING TROPICAL CYCLONE VERONICA,
MARCH 2019

WEDGE STREET, PORT HEDLAND, WAS FLOODED FOLLOWING
HEAVY RAIN FROM TC HEIDI, JANUARY 2012

WHAT IS A TROPICAL CYCLONE?
A cyclone is an area of extremely low pressure characterised by rotating winds
around a central calm "eye". The most destructive winds are closest to the eye,
with damaging winds sometimes extending over one hundred kilometres from
the cyclone's centre.
A cyclone often produces large amounts of rain, so in addition to damage from
wind gusts, flooding may occur within the affected area, the associated
catchment areas, and river basins.
In severe cyclones, wind gusts exceed 165 km/h and can reach more than 280
km/h for category 5 systems.
Tropical cyclones can persist for many days and may follow quite erratic paths.
They usually dissipate over land or colder oceans.
Outside of Australia, cyclones are often referred to as Hurricanes or Typhoons.

THE EYE OF THE STORM
The centre of a cyclone is called the “Eye” and is often characterised by
light winds and sometimes clear skies. The “calm” of the eye can be
deceiving, and people need to ensure they continue to observe the
relevant “alert” and stay sheltered unless the “all clear” signal has been
given.

A CYCLONE NORTH OF AUSTRALIA

COMMUNITY CYCLONE ALERTS
When a cyclone is a forecast, WASES issues community alerts to keep people
safe and informed. Four stages of community alerts are issued for a cyclone;
Blue, Yellow, Red and All Clear.
Blue Alert means to prepare for dangerous weather
Yellow Alert means to take action and get ready to go to a shelter
Red Alert means to go to shelter immediately
All Clear means that wind and storm surge dangers have passed, but you
need to take care to avoid the dangers caused by damage
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WHEN A BLUE ALERT IS ISSUED,
YOU NEED TO START PREPARING:
Keep up to date with the development of the cyclone through radio,
television or the Internet.
Find out when shops and businesses will close and when to collect your
children from school.
Secure or remove loose material and rubbish from your home or work.
Organise your emergency kit, including a first aid kit, essential medications,
torch, portable radio, spare batteries, food and water.
Consider relocating people with special needs, including people who are
pregnant, elderly or have disabilities.
Identify the strongest part of your house or the closest welfare centre.
Identify a safe place for your pet (most welfare centres do not accept pets
but do accept guide dogs).
Ensure you have adequate tie-down materials or anchor points for loose
items.
Organise a gas barbeque or portable stove to use outside in a dry,
ventilated area in case electricity is cut.
Remind your family of cyclone procedures.

WHEN A YELLOW ALERT IS ISSUED,
YOU NEED TO TAKE ACTION:

Monitor radio, television or the Internet for information on the cyclone's
progress, particularly any storm surge advice.
Know where your family and pets are located.
Consider sheltering pets early.
Secure boats, caravans, trailers, garden sheds, rainwater tanks and LPG
bottles to tie down points.
Store or secure other loose items like outdoor furniture that are likely to be
thrown about by destructive winds.
Be aware that shops will now be closing.
Obtain cash as banking services may not be available.
Put fuel in your vehicle and park it in a sheltered area with the handbrake
on and in park mode or first gear.
Ensure your emergency kit is complete, and fill emergency containers with
water.
Make sure your neighbours have received this warning. If you are ready and
they need help, give them a hand.

Fasten all cyclone screens. Board up or heavily tape exposed windows.
Close curtains and lock doors.
Pack a relocation kit, including warm clothes. Place valuables, important
papers and photos in waterproof bags to be taken with your kit.
Prepare to move quickly to the strongest part of your house or relocate to
the nearest relocation centre if required.
If you live in a low-lying coastal area and the cyclone is likely to create a
storm surge, you may be advised to relocate now
Refer to your family cyclone plan.

WHEN A RED ALERT IS ISSUED, YOU
NEED TO TAKE SHELTER IMMEDIATELY.

Listen to your portable radio for information on the cyclone's progress.
Disconnect electrical appliances and turn off gas supply valves.
Ensure that pets and animals are safely sheltered.
Go immediately to the strongest, safest part of your house or the building
you are in (i.e. internal hallway, bathroom or toilet) or to the closest welfare
centre.
Keep your emergency kit with you.
Take your relocation kit with you if you have been advised to relocate.
Stay away from doors and windows, and keep them closed and locked.
Stay inside until authorities give the All Clear.

WHEN AN ALL CLEAR IS ISSUED, YOU
MUST TAKE CARE TO AVOID DANGERS
CAUSED BY DAMAGE.
Listen for information and follow advice from authorities
If you need to go outside, be careful because power lines could be down
and there may be fallen trees, broken water and sewage lines, loose roof
sheeting and other material.
Check to see if your neighbours are safe.
Check the whereabouts of pets and animals.
If your property has sustained severe damage and you need help, call the
SES for assistance on 08 9140 1300.
For life-threatening emergencies, call 000.
Avoid using the telephone except for emergencies.
Start cleaning up around your home; stack loose material clear of water
meters, valves and telephone lines.
If you relocated from your home, wait for advice before returning.
If returning home, take the roads recommended by authorities and do not
hurry.

FAMILY EMERGENCY KIT
Your family emergency kit should include items that will help your family when
the essential services are unavailable, i.e. power, water, and telephone.
Check your family emergency kit and organise supplies, including but not
restricted to:
First aid kit.
Torch, portable radio and plenty of spare batteries.
Canned or dry foods.
Drink water containers.
Appropriate cash supply (EFTPOS may not work)
Spare car and house keys.
Blankets, spare clothing – including cooler weather clothing and
baby care products
Medications, tissues, toiletry and sanitary supplies.
Strong plastic bags for storing important personal documents,
such as; wills, passports, photos, birth and marriage certificates,
powers of attorney and insurance policies.
Ear Plugs or I-Pod with headphones and a mobile phone, spare
battery and charger.
Books, playing cards or games.
A full tank of fuel.

Keep your family emergency kit in an easily accessible place and ensure all
household members know its location.

CYCLONE CATEGORIES
Category 1 Tropical Cyclone
Wind Strength: 90-125 km/h (Gales)
Damage Potential: Negligible house damage.
Damage to some crops, trees and caravans. Watercraft may drag moorings.
Category 2 Tropical Cyclone
Wind Strength: 125-164 km/h (Destructive winds)
Damage Potential: Minor house damage. Significant
Damage to signs, trees and caravans. Heavy wear to some crops. Risk of
power failure. Small crafts may break moorings.
Category 3 Severe Tropical Cyclone
Wind Strength: 165-224 km/h (Very destructive winds)
Damage Potential: Some roof and structural damage.
Some caravans could be destroyed. Power failures are likely.
Category 4 Severe Tropical Cyclone
Wind Strength: 225-279 km/h (Very destructive winds)
Damage Potential: Some roof and structural damage.
Some caravans might be destroyed. Power failures are likely.
Category 5 Severe Tropical Cyclone
Wind Strength: More than 280 km/h
Damage Potential: Extremely dangerous with widespread destruction.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR A CYCLONE?
BEFORE THE CYCLONE SEASON STARTS - CYCLONE PREPARATION:
Check your property before the start of cyclone season
Ensure that the building, fences and outhouses are secure.
Check that nothing needs structural repair (check for corrosion and
termite damage).
Trim all trees on your property and ensure branches don't overhang your
house.
Check your roof and gutters.
Check your garage door and your window frames and locks.
Fit shutters or metal screens to all glass windows and doors.
Check where your nearest high ground is in case of a storm surge or king
tide warning.
Check with your local council to see if your home has been built to
cyclone standards.
Clean up your yard
The more outdoor furniture or other unnecessary "stuff" you leave lying
around outside, the more work there is for you to do at short notice if a
cyclone warning is issued. So keep your property as tidy as possible and
ensure that you have a safe and secure place for any outdoor furniture to be
stowed if needed.
Have a list of emergency numbers
You can hear a pre-recorded message of the latest Tropical Cyclone Advice
from BOM at regular intervals by phoning the numbers listed on the BOM
website for your state or territory.
Also, know the frequency of your local radio station so that you can keep
track of warnings, developments, and announcements or instructions from
local authorities.
Be a good neighbour
Statistics show that most of the damage caused during a cyclone is
preventable — it happens because while some people are prepared, others
are not. Check with all of your neighbours that they have qualified as above
for a cyclone, especially if your neighbours are new to the area, are elderly,
or have young children.

IF THERE IS A CYCLONE WARNING:
GET READY TO GO AND PREPARE THE FAMILY.
Batten down the hatches
If your windows are not shuttered, then board up or tape all the windows
and glass doors in a criss-cross pattern.
If you have curtains or blinds, draw them down to protect yourself from
possible broken glass.
Suppose you're worried that looters may come around after the cyclone. In
that case, you can lock valuables like jewellery inside your washing
machine, as the seal will deadlock itself when the power goes out.
Put wooden or plastic outdoor furniture in your pool if you have one or
inside your home.

Pack an evacuation bag
Just in case, pack all the usual things you would take on a weekend. Plan to
stay at least overnight, which means sleeping bags. Ideal for the cold —
strong winds, wet clothing, and tons of extra socks, underwear, and diapers
for little ones. You should also pack any identification or insurance
documents you can find in a waterproof bag. While you're at it, pack away a
few valuable mementos into a waterproof bag, such as a photo album or a
USB or external hard drive containing family photos.
Get vehicles undercover
Ensure that all vehicles, including boats, caravans, bikes and scooters, are
safely under cover. Put the handbrake on and put your car into gear so it
won't roll away easily in strong winds.

IF A CYCLONE IS GOING TO HIT — HOW TO SURVIVE A CYCLONE:
Turn off utilities
This includes electricity, gas, and water.
Wear durable clothing and enclosed shoes
Even if it's hot, thongs and a T-shirt are not suitable clothing to deal with a
cyclone as you run the risk of injury from shattered glass and debris. Instead,
you should wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants in thick materials, and
gumboots or other durable boots if you have them. It may sound like many
clothes to be wearing in the heat of a cyclone, but it is better to be sweaty
and safe than unprotected.

Stay in a safe place
Keep everyone indoors (including your pets).
The strongest part of your house during a cyclone is likely to be your cellar,
internal hallway, or bathroom.
If the building begins to break down or the roof is taken off, cover yourself
with mattresses, rugs or blankets, and hide under a strong bench or hold
onto a strong, solid fixture like the water pipes.
If the wind quietens down, beware the "calm eye" of the storm's centre, and
don't move until you hear the all clear from authorities.
Tune in
Stay tuned to your local radio station and the BOM website for updates. You
can view any current cyclones here.
If an evacuation order is issued, ensure you follow it.
Take your evacuation bag, emergency kit, food and water, bedding needs,
and your pets. Evacuate quickly and try not to waste any time as you could
risk getting caught in traffic, in floodwater, or even in the cyclone itself.
Stay in the vehicle if driving.
If driving. Stay in the vehicle if you are caught in a car during the cyclone.
Park away from the sea or creeks, power lines, or trees. Put the handbrake
on and phone 000.

AFTER A CYCLONE:
Do not go outside until officially advised that it is safe. Don't go
sightseeing. Check on your neighbours instead to make sure they all
made it through okay.
If you were evacuated, do not go home until the authorities declare it
safe to do so.
Do not turn utilities back on until it has been declared safe to do so.
Do not use any electrical appliances while they are wet.
Do not make unnecessary phone calls — leave the tower free to process
calls to the triple zero emergency hotline.

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

ENTITY

ASSITANCE CALL

TELEPHONE

WEBSITE

Department of Fire & Emergency
Services (DFES)

000

1300 657 209

www.dfes.wa.gov.au

State Emergency Services (SES)

132 500

9140 1300

www.dfes.wa.gov.au

Police

000

Port Hedland: 9173 8100 South
Hedland 9160 2100

-

Hedland Health Campus

-

9174 1410

-

St John Ambulance

000

-

www.ambulance.net.au

Bureau of Meteorology (BOM)

-

1300 659 210

www.bom.gov.au

Horizon Power

-

13 23 51

www.horizonpower.com.au

Water Corporation

-

13 13 75

www.watercorporation.com.au

Volunteer Marine Rescue Service

-

0407 476 096

-

Main Roads WA

-

138138

www.mainroads.wa.gov.au

Department of Communities

-

9160 2800

-

Town of Port Hedland

-

9158 9300
9158 9700
9158 9741

www.porthedland.wa.gov.au

