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The Hediand Safety Network was developed as an initiative of the Community
Safety and Crime Prevention Plan to provide a Hedland specific community
safety website which will provide current and relevant safety information to
| people who access it.

By making available to the community relevant and helpfu! educational
matenial on safety and crime prevention it 15 anticpated that we will help
to reduce the opportunity for cime and reduce the fear of crime in the
Hedland community.

The website is avalable 10 all residents and business owners within the
Hedland region along with people who are planning to visit or relocate
1o Hedland,

The website will be updated regularly. with curnent news affecting community
safety in Hedland and further: community safety-and crime prevention tips
The Hedland Safety MNetwork can  be
wwiwhedlandsafetynetwork com.au

The Town of Port Hedland also has 201 | calendars available to all residents
and business cwners promoting the new webstte, People can pick up these
calendars from the Civic Centre, McGregar Street, Port Hedland,

For further information. please contact the Community Safaty Faclitator on
91589370 orat csf@porthedland wagovau
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PLG invites families to apply for the following
scholarships and bursaries for entry in 2012:

<@

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS (FEARS 7 AND 8)
Entry examination held March 26

RURAL AND REGIONAL BURSARY
MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES (\'HARS H-12)

INDIGENOUS SCHOLARSHIPS (ENTERING YEAR 8)

For further details and to apply online, please visit
PLC.WA.EDU.AU

Alternatively, you may contact the College Registrar
+61 B 9424 6444 OR AT REGISTRARMPLC. WA, EDU,AU

R 0LOCK 1380153

Don’t be ripped
off by the banks!

Big: Sky Average home
home loan rate loan bank rate

767 | '(.20:,

companson rate companson rate

Save $23,070" in interest
with a Big Sky home loan!
: F= "

Apply for a Big Sky Home Loan today. Call us on 9172 8900
ar visit us at the South Hedland Shopping Centre.
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Port Hedland School of the Air students Darcy and Lily Climas at Mardie Station.  Picture: Port Hedland School of the Air

Outback school size
is mind-boggling

KIM KIRKMAN

WITH school library access by
post, a daily assembly with
schoolmates encompassing
560,000 square kilometrés and
physical education via satellite,
the Port Hedland School of the
Air rather boggles the mind,

As North West schools return
for the year, the 40 SOTA stu-
dents scattered throughout the
Pilbara will do the same, but at
home.

From just north of Carnarvon
to south of Broome, through
Karrijini and out to Telfer, sit-
unated on remote cattle stations
or farflung Aboriginal com-
munities too smallto have desig-
nated schools, they come
together for lessons.

Port Hedland SOTA principal
Michael Jennings said teachers
communicated with their stu-
dents via a sophisticated satel-
lite system, which beams
lessons to each of the students’
sites,

“We use a computer system
which is a bit like Skype, but
more interactive,” he said.

With three ‘studio’ class.
rooms and a network of 60-70
computers, the SOTA uses an
online conferencing system
which allows students to see
their teachers live.

It has interactive whiteboards
where lessons, photographs,
movies, videos and links to the
internet can be accessed.

The morning assembly allows
everyone to touch base and

keeps the whole schoel unified, *

while the many SOTA camps are
a hugely important part of the
curriculum.

Mr Jennings said teachers
visited every student at least
once per term, staying with the
students’ families, and said
camps brought the entire school
togetheracouple of times a year.

The ratic is nine or 10 stu-
dents per teacher and, accord-
ing to Mr Jennings, the

workload ends up equivalent to

a mainstream ratio of about 25
students to one teacher For
teachers, their highlights are
visiting students attheirhomes.

Science teacher Bianca Wallis
was introduced to a python by
one student, while Year 3/4
teacher Lyn Kerr shared her sta-
tion bedroom with bats zooming
above her bed on one visit.

“When you go ont to these sta-
tions they are all so different
and the students show you their
special rivers and gorges, or
their horses,” Ms Kerr said.

There are currently five WA
schools of the air and Mr Jen-
nings came to Port Hedland
from the Kimberley School of
the Air, which enjoyed a recent
visit by the internationally-
famous Dame Edna (actor Barry
Humphries),

“Last year we took studenits to
Canberra,” he said

“Some of the students had
never been on an aeroplane, let
alone see snow.,

“That was a real highlight.”

Juggling act for school spots

KIM KIRKMAN

CURRENT high demand for kin-
dergarten and pre-primary plac.
es at Port Hedland has meant
children are on waiting lists.

However, there are places
available at South Hedland
which parents can access in the
interim.,aceurd'm g to the Educa-
tion Department.

Pilbara regional executive
director Sue Cuneo said there
was a kindergarten or pre-pri-
mary place in the Hedland dis-
trict for every child who wished
to enrol,

“Parents are made aware at
the time of theirapplication that
if they do not secure enrolment
at their chosen school then they

have the opportunity to apply at
another school that has vacan-
cies,” Ms Cuneo said.

"Port Hedland traditionally
has a high turnover of student
population due to the transient
nature of the local resources
economy and this may see more
spaces beconie free shortly.

“Often schools find that a fam-
ily has enrolled, but due to per-
sonal circumstances, they no
longer require a place for their
child at that school.”

Ms Cuneo said schools would
check on the whereabouts of stu-
dents who were enrolled for 2011
but failed to furn up at school to
claim their places.

She said Port Hedland Pri-
mary School had a waiting list

for kindergarten and pre-pri-
mary children, Cassia primary
angd Baler primary had a wait-
ing list for kindergarten, but
had a limited number of places
available for pre-primary chil-
dren, and South Hedland pri-
mary had no waiting list and
had places available for kinder-
garten and pre-primary levels.

Ms Cuneo said the depart-
ment wouid be in a better posi-
tion to confirm availability of
further places at Port Hedland
later in February, once schools
had settled in.

“If spaces are available once
final enrolment figures are sort-
ed out, then schools will offer
places to students who are on
their waiting list,” she said.
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Top Gun event takes the breath away

VARIETY opted for a Top Gun
theme for their annual black tie
dinner last Saturday night.

The bash was held at the Polar
. Aviation hangar at Port Hedland
“airport.

Guests donned aviators, epau-
lettes and wings for the aviation
dress code and kicked up their
heels alongside the Beechcraft
Barons and Cessna Caravans
flanking the venue.

Dinner was a five-course
gourmet experience by interna-
tionally renowned chef Mark
Olive.

Howie Morgan and Melody
Whittle provided the entertain-
ment, as did young Hedland
performers the 3Gs.

Funds raised went to Variety,
the Children's Charity.

RIGHT: Jess Allen, Rohy Maines, Vicki
Eastman, Joanne Skirvow and Cartie
Sharples. Pictures: Kim Kirkman

Michael Jenning

william Kalanda, Stella Rodgers and Bryce Simpson,
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Shelly Stow, Jesse Richards, Kara Argent, Jenni Boyle and Erin Carr.




